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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DWTRICT OF ILLINOIS 
EASTERN DIVISION. 



SH§RMAN H. SKOLNICK, plaintiff, 
vs. 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVICE, defendant $ 

T Ncu 

COMPLAINT. 




The plaintiff, SHERMAN H, SKOLNICK, complains against the defendant, NATION 
ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVICE, and alleges: 

1 . That this Court has original jurisdiction of this action under Title 28, United S 
Code, Section 1361, 

Also, that this Court has jurisdiction of this action under the Public Information Sec 
£“ST e Pr ° CedUre ACt ’ TUle 5 ’ Unit6d States Code ’ Section 552 as amended b 

Relief is also sought pursuant to the Federal Declaratory Judgment Act, Title 28 Ui 
States Code, Section 2201 and 2202 . 

2. The plaintiff, Sherman H. Skolhick, resides at 9800 South Oglesby Avenue, Chic 
Illinois. Plaintiff is Chairman of the Citizens' Committee to Clean Up the Courts, a not f 
organization whose office is at his home . Skolnick is also a part time instructor at Colun 
College, 540 North Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, Illinois. He teaches classes in Civic Inve 
and he and some of his students, together with other persons, have been working to invesi 

document, and research Chicago -area type angles relating to the assassination of Preside 
John F. Kennedy. 

3. Plaintiff does not submit this suit to be heard or adjudicated by any of the pxesen 
District Judges of the Northern District of Illinois, for the reason that the subject matter 
relates, in part, to the case of United States vs. Abraham Bolden, No. 64 CR 324, in this 

District, wherein a United States Secret Service agent was imprisoned on admitted perjur 
testimony. 

Skblnick fears that the present judges of this District would proceed in the instant ct 
secret and in camera, without open court proceedings and without notice to this plaintiff o: 
mg, to arbitrarily dispose of this case, without fair play and due and orderly processes oi 

4. The plaintiff does not invoke the jurisdiction or power of any judge, court Exectu 
Committee, or other such group or person, who intend, or would intend, to determine and 
icate this case in secret and in camera. Insofar as any such judge, court Executive Comm: 
J°” er SU8h P ersonor group would purport to proceed nevertheless to determine this caj 
secret, as Aforementioned, plaintiff would withhold this Complaint from any such judrn or , 
and declare them to be trespassers in the premises of this Complaint. 

5. Among the data compiled by plaintiff and his staff researchers, and students, as« 

°“f t r h 8 asa stin S hlm and them ’ includin S information gathered from documents and intervi 
are the following: 

That prlor , t0 the assassination of President Kemnedy in Dallas, Texas, Novembe 

? 0t c t0 assasslnate the President in Chicago, Illinois, on or aboi 
Novemoer 2, 1963, when the President was expected to be in attendance at the Army-Air F 
footoall game in Soldiers’ Field, to be held that same day, November 2, 1963. 

a ooss^eTnnff inV ° 1Ved in Pl ° C ’ ° r Pl ° t3> Wer8 a P eraon known as Thomas Arthur 1 
Le Ha^ev Osw!m r “ PGrS ° n kn ° Wn as Lee Harve V Oswald; and three or four others inclu 
Harvey Oswald, or person using such name, and a Mr. Bradley and a Mr. Gonzalez. 
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(B) Keeping Vallee under surveillance and carrying out other duties related thereto • 
U.S, Secret Service agents. Prior to the scheduled visit of the President, Acting Supervi 
Martineau, Secret Service Division, Chicago, receivdd a personal call from the Chief of t 
U.S. Secret Service, James J. Rowley,. Rowley told Martineau that the Secret Service had 
of an assassination plot, or plots, supposed to take place during the President’s coming vis 
Chicago. According to Rowley, four men had come or would come to Chicago to participati 

Martineau called in all men in his charge in Chicago and told them of Rowley's call, 
also informed 'them the following as to this matter: 

(a) there were to be no written reports; (b) nothing was to be sent by TWX; (c) Marti] 
was to report only by phone to Rowley, personally; (d) no file number was to be given 
this case. 



All Secret Service agents in Chicago were shown four photos of the men allegedly inv< 
in die plot or plots. Shortly before the scheduled visit of the President, Martineau assembk 
some of his agents to discuss the results of the investigation. Among others at the meeting 
Martineau's office were the following secret service agents: James Griffiths, Robert J. Mo 
Thomas D. Strong, and Steven B. Maynard. As a result of surveillance, the plot, or plots, 
was thought to be genuine . The four men appear to have come to Chicago and were staying v 
a northside ' landlady", at or about 1200 North, near a police station. 

<C) The plot, or plots, or portion thereof, was or were aborted by the activities <ff 
Daniel Groth, who is shown in a Chicago Police Department Report as being a witness again, 
Vallee, who was stopped two blocks from his purported residence. A copy of said Report is 
attached hereto and made a part hereof as Appendix A. Also attached hereto and made a pa: 
hereof as Appendix B, C, and D, are three pages from the so-called Potential Assassin File 
the Chicago Police Department. Said File on Vallee has disappeared and re-appeared from 
to time, and the photo attached thereto of Vallee is gone. 

The purported Police Report, App.A, has no narrative of the purported arrest which 
succeeded in aborting the plot, or portion thereof, to the benefit of the potential a'ssassin or 
assassins. Said Report shows discrepancies among others, as follows: 

(a) the alias column shows M.l . (Rifle), which may have been a password or form of 

identification; 

(b) there appear to be unexplained differences as to the police districts, whether Aret 

or 20th District . 

Daniel Groth was known to often "hang around" the U.S. Secret Service office in Chicago. W. 
Groth was actually in the capacity of private citizen -witness, or Chicago Policeman, or soriv 
torm of federal agent or operative, remained a mystery to certain Secret Service agents. 

(D) News coverage of the November 2, 1963, plot or plots was inexplicably withheld o: 
e erre unti after November 22, 1963, when the assassination of the President occurred in 
n 3S ‘ Immediatel y after the assassination, the Secret Service in Chicago and nationwide d 
thing except work on the assassination problem. On the night of November 23, 1963, one < 
secret service agents in Chicago received a call at home from a secret service agent in 
instant information" on the following: (a) Klein’s Sporting Goods Compan 
and the Oswald rifle, and (b) whether Oswald received money from Chicago as alleged in a 
Chicago newspaper. a 6 



(E) According to a City of Dallas jail document, a person known as Lee Harvey Oswalc 
' Ca !!' ^ OVe ? ber 23 ’ 1963 ' t0 J° hn Hurt. Raleigh, North Carolina; one of two c 
Annenl p° m r 3 ? 1 * A C ° Py ° f Said document is a « ac hed hereto and made a part hereof a 

~ L A^ r r e f: gat !° n ? 0WS 11131 the name was John David Hurt, whose address is 

listed at sliZ’JE; 4 ’ ’ N ° nh Car0lina ‘ In 1963 ’ Hutfa wife, Billie G. Hurt, was 

said address. John David Hurt has a background as Special Agent, U.S. Army Counl 



^mfcZ 00 ^- Pla “" ° t,et ** - J°<» Hurt « a trial on the nte 

and asked him if he had ever’hfar^of^ one of hls secret service a, 

the agent to "pull" all cards marked "Heard" H Tht’ ph ° netIcally Pronounced. Martineau ask. 

It is believed that the Secret Se" ice arrested* alhnV^ T?* 0 *** 10 ° SUCh " Hs - da ". 
pronounced. a ^ ohn Heard a t that time; said name pbonetical 

agents go to Washington,* D re_issued or re-validated only wl 

However, very sooner fte each ° ther 111 P ublic b V ^ !*». 

cards of Chicago agents had to be turned in in DaUaS ’ M agent ldentifica tion 

cards are never out of agents possession ^ VS® lCag °’ ™ ° nes is3ued - Ordinarily, su 

their cards, because there were reports ihaUn teh^Ttn T* 3 C ° 322 lf a11 agent3 ha ' 

flashed a secret service identificaSoncard!' *” rel3ti ° n t0 ^ assa33ination < someone had 

suppresses or releases docwiem^ ^papers ^d e^h!^ 2 / With ° Ut ex P lanat ion, arbitrarily 
events, herein described. Although hav^’kenr th relating to the events , or some of the 

defendant recently released cert;Hn dn, P same suppressed for some six years, 

herein described. Copies of said papersTre attached^ l ° ’?* ° T S ° m2 ° f the events > 

F, G, and H; ^endix HH is a made a part hereof Appenc 

veroatxm rendering of H because of the poor legibility of H. 

Val,e r ““! dbe —•*» •» - p— 

individual by the name of OS WALD was amutPH nter alia, He advised further that no 
(Emphasis added)"! — rested on such charge on November 2, 1963". 

reports'. A “ Ched " er "° ” d m * de * P“‘ »”»' - Appendir I. and K . „„ coples of P . B ^ 

Incluslv'e.Tecm Sem"? zgeTto?J,lm BoTin^wTws^ 1 ’'’, H tbr ‘’“ gh 5<F> P r “ ed “ l « ^ 

insobriety, and other matters in resneTt to the ’ knowledge of Secret Service laxity, 

testimony in one form or another to the President's 'S ^ diSCU f S6d the Possibility of givin 
Kennedy, known commonly as the Warren Pnir • ommi ssion on the Assassination of Preside 
th,S “ le ^ h November 29, 1963. Bolden 

1964. Bolden believes Cross must have "ratted'^ on hi ’ C °, .f d Cr ° SS ’ during the Spring of ' 
when Bolden left Chicago for Washington D C for 1112 Secret Service knew of it 

lngt0n> D - C - for Secret Service School, on May 17, 1964. 

Rankin, General cSd ^ ^l!^ 2 H ° US2 and tried t0 P* 10 ^ J- Lee 

babysitter’ '» agent Garry McCloud "dogged hinV^ cTr^h^^ 2 ^ 0 ^ n0t reacb birn ‘ His so-calle 
can at 2:30 a. m „ „ May 18 , 1961 , at“l. T*™ 1 * 

^.S.T., two secret service agents, Special Atrent in rh V 18 ’ 1964, a£ approximately 2:00 P.M. 
G., and Inspector Gerard McCann, stated to Bolden th^p h^ 6 H ° Ward Andersen, ’Washington, D. 
for the purpose of participating in an investigation Rni^ ^ lmmediatsi y in Chicago, 

attending the Secret Service School hav-'ng arrived tho den ™ as at that tlm e in Washington 
in the Willard Hotel. On the pretext of "participating^ *" ^ 1? ’ 1964 and ac< I uired a room 
Chicago with McCloud. P lclpi atli “g in an investigation", Bolden was flown to 

i 96 i- 1 »»“?* ari" p ' m ‘ c - s - t - m “v .a. 

used by agents Andersen and McCann to Bolde n S Boldo d A ’ J ° rday ' who re -stated the pretext 
Attorney, Northern District of Illinois, Edward V H 3 2SCOrted t0 the offlce of the U.S. 

19PV ^ lo, toher lnsmctions . 



a telephone call to **« *£• " ^e ?o„m and charged ' foUen with having attempted 

Martineau,. Chicago offi , oanPC t to a counterfeiting case. . •; 

sell a government document in respect l964; thQ , ;/arren Commission 

9 The Warren Commission was establis e ° dates' Abrdmm Bolden was brought 
Report was^publlshed September 27 to six years In ledera, prison, 

back to Chicago on pretext, in - Warren Commission. 

He was not allowed to appear befor nevertheless was kept 

The main witness against Bolden probation, with 

falsely imprisoned. Bohta is the understanding that Bolden remain silent 

about 2-1/. 2 years to go. Implicit m tne p 

or be dragged back to prison. Commission, Mark Lane, author of 

While in jail, Bolden spoke with a criticof^ ^ ^ ^ g0 . called -snake pit for 

the book "Rush to Judgment" . Thereafter, Roldan he was pumped full of drugs an 

several weeks of solitary confluent. ^orang to “^i'd oertainpersons that he has written 
purthrough something known as Room ■ public disclosure upon his dea . 

out a 50-page long-hand report and sent it to a f ^ ^ eylde „ ce tot a member of the 

From time to time. Bolden has ma e aagaas mation. Someone, an agent, could e 
Secret Service had a part in the Pl^>"| ' * plaintiff in a trial on the merits, 
indicted on it" . More data will be brought m.ced to a number of serious 

10 While Bolden was in prison, his family 'had “ burn hl3 hom e, at 7632 South 

threatening activities: an attempt was b „° d down; a shot was fired through the window of 

ECS ^ JIT — ana a brick has been heaved through ■ 

m ‘° ’ jT W defendant^ National Archives and Recor* aic^ and Its 
papers! knl exhibits, showing the plot, or attempt to appear beiore 

relationship to the assassin nation i^n , M Kstlfy before fte WarK^Comm^ ^ ^ 

the Warren Commission. Instead f b g isor Maurice G. Martine 

he « instead falsely imprisoned Acting P fclsely imprisoned to silence 

Secret Service have been instrumental in having Commi ssion . 

destroy the possibility of his testimony ig suppreS sin g the following in 
12 Defendant National Archives and Reco 

relation to the events herein described. . . — 



as 



ation ',0 the events herein ***** Government official 

fTa. 

documents ^ ^^^7 Os^- 

STbT rs. - “ ld u ““ se p . 

kept by the F.B.l. at the request of the or phonetically pronounce 

(C) Documents, papers, and person or persons known by such na 

Jo h„ Heard; and his relations * ^ persona tS^ XA5 

(D) Interviews by U .S. G ^ ^ ^ ^ Klein’ s had no receipt 

floods Company, Chicago, in r 

sent to an alleged Oswald alias. ^ or conapir acy to ^ 

(E) •-.Documents, P*P ers ’ L assassination in Dallas, November 22, 

assassinate President Kennedy in Chicago, prior 

1963. 



The defendant, National Archives and Records Wn 
d ° cuments . Papers, and exhibits gathered and ° Wes a duty to Plaintiff not .t 

egulation, rule, pronouncement, or procl!L^n P f P ^ Uc 6Xpense * Insofar as 
>n, it is unconstitutional , as denyin/plainttff^ d“ arbltrarll y Purports to authorize such 
. papers, „d exhibits gathered Sd ^ ^2^“" ° f ,aW “ ° b ““" 

'.in S “ " b ‘«-‘'v“ d nd H ;„°«eTo u P 8 ?; re ’ 

3f law, and in contravention of plaintiffs rf 131 ^ 6 ^ ri & ht to orderly 

ec. 552 as amended. , 8 ts under the Public Information Section, 

when, in fact, difrewM* ^X^orplots 7 P ^? Concern with assassination 
ovember 2, 1963, three weeks before Sas" ^ *° assassinate President J ; ] 

«* r* Z 2 ::: ZTZZci puiam sherman h * sk ° lnick ' •*»* \ 

* Kennedy, commonly known as the Wsme^Co Assasslnation of Presidmt /■ r 

WaS M CaIcula ^d to allay public oonolZ ^ Rep0rt ' be void; ! 

efendant National Archives and Records ^ assasslna tion conspiracy when in 

* *— . - ^ ■ ■ 
- - zsssrr * i 

suppressed by defend.™ md he’ng * “ £“*“«' ** P*P« S , end 

’ be rele ased to plaintiff or his agent . 1 ** assassin ation of the 

or proclamation I 

unconstitutional, as denying plaintiff ord"rT hereinbefore compdained of, it be 

’ papsrs ' and dibits USSK te Sr of la " to Obtain 

all suppressed documents n an »r f expense, 

ally pronounced John Heard, Suppressed SfJS* 8 relatln S to John David Hurt, or 
ervice, be ordered to be released y defendan t National Archives and ' 

*• and exhibits ahow^a^^gf^ ° r his W and said p^ 
the name of Lee Harve* Os^lT ? ' ° ** ^ ° r ^ns calledTy ^ 

-*■ ^^nl 9 coZ e cted wil tfat £ * ° interviews byU.S. f 

1 act that Klein's had no receint fnr fh P ort ing Goods Company, Chicago 

' SUPPr6SSed by defendant, he ordered to ’ 
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LUKE CHRISTOPHER HESTER who in om Pj^ G ^ f W ^,a j^nco ^ 0 * ■ • 
Chicago, Illinois, was interviewed at has Pj^j^y 23 , 1963 , , 

1211 Michigan Avenue, Evanston, X-ll! nols, on ralsed in Now • 

at which time HESTER advised that he wh 3 born ^ tbo past 

Yorlc City and has only resided in th* concerning . . 

five years. After bo * ns * ppr ^ „ j +i on c f president KENNEDY, . •* 
tho Bureau interests in *he -aosasslnjt* D g S i B tanc© and would 
Mr. HESTER stated that h© would bo of tha t a few 

adviso of any information he for NBC News, . ;. 

days a£0 his superior, •; + *Ch 4 caro. Illinois, asked if 

Midwest Bureau Merchandise “«kot, Ch*c. information 
he had any contacts in hew Yor \ ^ y ^ , bo obtained. CORLEY, 
concerning a New York license plnte couid be obtai requesto<1 

knowing that HESTER used to plate 3110 R?, i 

that ho obtain a listing on New YorK **£**,£ wit h OSWALD and 

inasmuch as this 3 tat.ed that ho subsequently contacted. •• 

tho assassination. lo resides at 5309 17 th 

his father-in-law, HUGH LARKIN , v»- could bo of assistance 

Street, Maspoth, New York, to **®« ** *2 license plate. HUGH : 

in obtaining information cone* tbat*the information was "frozen” 

hr. aESTEH further stated th»t ha «us hot ^* r ® 0 °" aotai 

SiMiSDrsTSs s jgs-^sg*. s°i« 17 

, SSoSioS: rC r«^” d tSI m contact hr. COBLE* *«:«* 

further information.;-. ££:rj ;•* V * 
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},lr. BILL COULSV, News f Manager,' National Broadcasting 
Company (NBC) News, Merchandise Mart, advised as follows: 

Ko recently became News Manager for NBC in Chicago 
ar.d has administrative control over new3 items ho fools 
should be investigated by reporters as possible stories 
of interest. 

Several days ago, exact datcL.unknown , it was brought 
to hr.s attention, from an unrocalled soCrcqo, that an 
individual alleged from New York had been arrested by «-r.o 
Chicago Police Department for a mir.or<traf f lc violation and 
a search of this individual’s automobile -resulted in the 
finding of numerous rounds of ammunition and^a weapon — 
make and caliber unknown. Ko did not know the name or \ 
address of the person arrested and did not know the dis- 

• pc. sat ion of the arrest. Inasmuch as the arrest oocurrec 
cn the same day, November 2, 1363, the late President 
JOHN F.. KEICTEDY was to attend the football game between 
the jf.it cd States Air Force Academy and the West Point 
Mi.Utarv Academy’ it SO'ldior Field, this arrest became 
of' interest to CORLEY . Subsequently the above arrest 
became oven more interesting to him when no learned of 
-j ; o details of the assassination oft the -late, President. 

1 ] though he knew of no connection between the AndivAouf'. 1 
.t. 3 ted on November 2, 1963 and the man accused of the 
assassination, COBLEY assigned a Chicago television reporter, 
LBN O'CONNOR, to investigate and determine if there could 
possibly be a- connection. 

To assist O'CONNOR, CORLEY asked LUKE HESTER 

• fhicago NBC employee who formerly worked in New York • 
if" HESTER had any contacts in- New York who coulc 

< on Now York automobile registration 3110UF, inasmuch 
— - — "is tr atioa plate had some connection with Lha 
. . ,vwy 0 CWATS~irtnd~-the assassination. HESTER later Informed 
I'CAE/ that the FBI in New York had placed a "freeze” ^ any 
information concerning this registration. By ''freeze CORLiY 
'•xnluined he meant that no information could be g. even otifc 
rniag this registration because the FBI haa request et. 

••’ork -authorities to keep the information confidential. 
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f CQ2 && Y personally knows of no connection bo.^wopn 
the afor.enientionGd arrest in Chicago and tho ' assassination 
of the^Prosident. lie is still interested in this matter* 
ijpasfmuch as the FBI in New York ha3 put a "froozo" on 
he license plate information. 
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CORLEY concluded by stating: that if he received 
any additional information in this matter, ho would immediately 
contact the FBI in Chicago and would cooperate with tho 
FBI in any way possible. ■ • ’ ’ • ■ 

He was unable to supply additional information. 
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